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ACADEMIC SEARCH COMPLETE
Full Text of 7,129 Journals

What Is Academic Search Complete?: EBSCO’s Academic Search Complete is
CUNY'’s primary bibliographic/full-text database, providing the full text of articles from
7,129 journals and magazines (as of August 2009) in all disciplines, including 6,073
peer-reviewed titles, as well as bibliographic citations from more than 4,000 additional
periodicals. Also included is the text of books, conference papers and proceedings, and
education reports.

Publisher Embargoes: Unfortunately, because many of the full-text journals have
embargoes, there is a three-to-twelve-month gap between publication of the print
versions and availability of the text online. Many full-text databases have such
embargoes placed upon them by publishers.

Accessing Academic Search Complete: Academic Search Complete is available
throughout CUNY. Go to the Mina Rees Library Web site (library.gc.cuny.edu) and
click Databases. See library.gc.cuny.edu/databases/remote.html for information
about accessing from home. Academic Search Complete may be searched
simultaneously with all the databases to which all of CUNY subscribes, those listed at
libraries.cuny.edu/resource.htm. Select Multi-Database Search from the Mina Rees
Library’s list of databases.

Searching: Academic Search Complete searches for your terms within the
bibliographic citations, subject terms, and abstracts of articles unless you use the drop-
down menu to select another option such as author, title, subject, abstract, etc. You
may limit your searches to peer-reviewed journals, specific publications, document types
(article, review, bibliography, etc.), or articles with images. For example, an August
2009 search for postmodernism resulted in 5,272 citations. (Such a search will
automatically look for variant spellings such as post-modernism.) Limiting the results
to scholarly or peer-reviewed journals lowers the number to 4,454. Citations appear in
reverse chronological order unless you sort them by source, author, or relevance
(number of times your term(s) appear in citation, abstract, and subject terms). (See
Display Results below.)

Subject Terms: The Subject Terms button takes you to a list of the subject headings
assigned to each citation. Using this function is helpful in determining possible search
terms. Relevancy Ranked searches list topics related to your search term. For
example, a relevancy-ranked search for postmodernism reveals such topics as
architecture, postmodern; education and postmodernism; postmodernism
(literature); postmodernism (philosophy), etc. Broader topics include links to
subdivisions and related terms.



Publication Search: Use the Publications button to determine if a particular journal
is indexed by Academic Search Premier and what full text is available. A complete list of
available journal titles may be accessed at www.ebscohost.com/titleLists/a9h-
journals.htm.

Cited References: Perform a Cited References search to locate articles citing a
specific author or source. Cited References are not available for all the content in
Academic Search Premier. Such references are also available in Arts and Humanities
Citation Index, Science Citation Index, Social Science Citation Index, Scopus, and other
databases.

Visual Search: Select Visual Search to find photographs of people, places, and
events, as well as maps and flags. Searches for broad topics such as politics will
display only the most recent 250 images unless the search is refined by selecting the
More Options link.

Displaying Searches: Searches result only in bibliographic citations unless you click
Preferences at the top of the screen and select the Detailed format which will provide
brief descriptions of each article. These options also allow you to sort the results by
author or source in addition to date.

Full Text: When the full text of an article is available, click HTML Full Text to display
the text as an HTML document or PDF Full Text to display the text as a PDF document,
through Adobe Acrobat Reader, exactly as it appears in the original publication. (Many
articles are not available in both formats.) Linked Full Text indicates the article is

available from another EBSCO product. w will help locate the text elsewhere, so
there is no need to limit searches to Full Text.

E-Mailing/Printing/Saving Records: Select the Add to folder link below each
citation you wish to save, print, or e-mail. When finished, select the Folder View
link on the right column of the screen. Then check the boxes of the records you
want to save, print, or e-mail followed by the appropriate icon.

Additional Sources: The full text of journal articles in most disciplines is also
available from JSTOR, Project Muse, ScienceDirect, SpringerLink, and Wiley
InterScience, and several other databases. Select the Journals button on the library’s
Web site to determine the availability of individual journal titles.

Additional Help: Contact the reference desk (212-817-7077) on the second floor of
the library or use the Ask-a-Librarian button on the library’s Web site to ask questions
about using Academic Search Complete or any other library resource.

Other Guides: “Creating Accurate Search Statements,” guides to other databases, and
more may be found at library.gc.cuny.edu/guides/index.html.
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