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What is LLBA?:  LLBA provides bibliographic citations and abstracts for 
articles from over 1,500 language and linguistic periodicals, in several languages,  
from 1973 to the present.  In August 2008, it contained 409,000 records.  
Approximately 14,000 new records are added annually.  A detailed description of 
LLBA may be found at www.csa.com/factsheets/llba-set-c.php.   
 
Use the  button to determine if journal articles are available from a full-text 
database to which the library subscribes, to see CUNY’s print holdings for the 
journal, and to make an interlibrary-loan request. 
 
Accessing LLBA:  LLBA is available anywhere within the Graduate Center by 
going to the library’s Web site at library.gc.cuny.edu and selecting the link to 
Databases.  Home access is explained at 
library.gc.cuny.edu/databases/remote.html. 
 
Searching LLBA:  Select Advanced Search for more exact searching.  
Advanced Search provides Boolean (and, or, not) search boxes and drop-down 
menus allowing the selection of such sections of a record as Abstract, Author, 
Affiliation, Descriptors, Keywords, and Journal Name.  Searches may be limited 
by Date Range, Journal Articles Only, English Only, other languages, and 
Publication Type (book, book chapter, book review, conference paper, 
dissertation).   
 
The earliest available records to the most recent are searched unless the dates 
are changed with the Date Range menu.  The Quick Search  and Command 
Search (under Search Tools) can be used to create Boolean keyword searches 
such as second language acquisition and (french or russian) and immigrants. 
 
Indexes:  When uncertain about the name of an author or journal, use Browse 
Author or Browse Journal Name or select Search Tools and go to Indexes. 
 
Thesaurus:  Use Thesaurus Search (under Search Tools) to find the descriptors 
or subject headings LLBA uses to index articles.  The Thesaurus Search is 
available in English, French, and Spanish.   



 
Display Options: 

• The default display is All Publication Types.   Use the tabs at the top of the 
display to choose from Journals, Peer-Reviewed Journals, Conferences, 
Books, Web Sites, and Scholars.  LLBA includes brief profiles, drawn from 
COS Scholar Universe, of most authors of articles and books in the 
database. 

•  Select View Record to a complete record with abstract.  The terms under 
Classification may be helpful in refining a search. 

 
Save/E-mail/Print Records:  To print records, to save to a disk, your 
computer, or a bibliographic manager such as RefWorks, or to e-mail them to 
yourself or others, check in the boxes beside the desired records and click the 
Save/Print/Email button at the top of each set of displayed records. 
 
Saved Searches/Alerts: To save searches you may want to run again or to 
request alerts for new articles and books, select Alert Me and set up a profile. 
 
Additional Resources:  Do not limit your electronic linguistics research to 
LLBA.  Linguistics-related citations and/or articles can be found in Academic 
Search Premier, Arts & Humanities Citation Index, Education Full Text, ERIC, 
Essay and General Literature Index, Humanities Full Text, Humanities 
International Complete, MLA, NetLibrary, Project Muse, PsycInfo, ScienceDirect, 
Scopus, Social Sciences Citation Index, Sociological Abstracts, SpringerLink, 
and Wiley InterScience.  For example, in August 2008, Academic Search Premier 
included the full text of over 18,400 linguistics articles, and an Arts & Humanities 
Citation Index search for linguistic* retrieved over 17,400 items. 
 
Additional Help: Contact the reference desk (212-817-7077) on the second floor 
of the library or use the Ask a Librarian button on the library’s Web site to ask 
questions about using LLBA or any other library resource. 
 
Other Guides: “Creating Accurate Search Statements,” guides to other 
databases, and more may be found at library.gc.cuny.edu/guides/index.html. 
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