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ECONLIT 
 

WHAT IS ECONLIT?: EconLit indexes economic literature from over 
400 mostly English-language journals as well as books, dissertations, 
conference proceedings, Cambridge University Press Abstracts of 
Working Papers in English, and the full text of Journal of Economic 
Literature book reviews.  Indexing of many journals begins with 1969.  
Approximately 25% of the records from 1987-1989 have abstracts, and 
50% of those added since 1989 have abstracts. EconLit contains over 
735,000 records with more than 27,000 added annually.   
 
ACCESSING ECONLIT: EconLit is available from any computer with 
Internet access within CUNY.  To access it, go to the Mina Rees 
Library Web site (library.gc.cuny.edu) and click Databases.  Home 
access is explained at library.gc.cuny.edu/info/remote_gc.asp. 
 
FULL TEXT: EconLit includes links to the full text of articles from other 
databases, such as Academic Search Premier.   will help locate 
the text elsewhere. 
 
BASIC SEARCH: Basic or keyword searches look for your term(s) 
within the abstracts.  Citations appear in reverse chronological order.  
You may limit your search to specific journals or publication dates.   
 
ADVANCED SEARCH: Advanced searches allow you to perform 
more sophisticated Boolean searches by limiting search terms to 
particular fields such as Abstract, Author, Author Affiliation, 
Subjects, Named Person, Source (journal or book title), etc.  
Additional options for limiting or expanding results are also available. 
 
DISPLAYING RESULTS: Searches result only in bibliographic 
citations unless you click the titles of articles or click Preferences at 
the top of the screen and select the Detailed format which will provide 
brief abstracts.  These options also allow you to sort the results by 
author or source in addition to date. 
 
 



PRINTING: To print, e-mail, or save citations or the full text of articles, 

click the icon next to the record to add the item to your folder.  
When you have finished selecting items, click the  icon and choose 
from the options displayed. Printing is not available from library PCs.  
To print within the library, you must log into your Graduate Center 
account at the Information Technology PCs by the windows on the 
second floor, on the Concourse level, and at the computer commons 
on most floors. 
 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: Full-text economics titles are available 
from Academic Search Premier, Business Source Premier, JSTOR, 
LexisNexis, Project Muse, ScienceDirect, SpringerLink, and Wiley 
InterScience.  Also see 
library.gc.cuny.edu/research/economics.asp.   
 
OTHER GUIDES: “Creating Accurate Search Statements,” “Finding 
Book Reviews,” guides to other databases, and more may be found at 
library.gc.cuny.edu/guides/guides.asp. 
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