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WHAT IS PSYCINFO?: This database includes abstracts for 
journal articles, book chapters,  books, dissertations, and 
technical reports in psychology and the psychological aspects 
of other fields.  Nearly 2,000 periodicals in thirty-five languages 
from 1872 to the present are indexed.  Chapter and book 
coverage is of English-language material from 1987 to the 
present.  More than 60,000 records are added each year.  There 
are also links to text in over 500 journals from Academic Search 
Premier, JSTOR, Project Muse, PsycArticles, ScienceDirect, 
SpringerLink, and Wiley InterScience.   will help locate the 
text elsewhere. 
 
ACCESSING PSYCINFO:  The database is available throughout 
the Graduate Center by going to the Mina Rees Library’s Web 
site at library.gc.cuny.edu and clicking Databases.  Home 
access is explained at library.gc.cuny.edu/info/remote_gc.asp. 
 
BASIC SEARCH:  Use the Basic Search screen when performing 
both simple searches and keyword searches such as depression 
and adolescen* and wom?n.  Such searches look for your 
term(s) in the article title, author name, and abstract portions of 
a record.  Options for searching within the full text and for 
related words appear at the bottom of the search screen.  You 
may also limit a search to a specific publication, specific or 
range of dates, linked full text, references, peer-reviewed 
journals, publication type (journal, chapter, edited book, 
authored book, etc.), age group, and population group. 
 

ADVANCED SEARCH:  Use the Advanced Search to search for 
terms and/or names in such specific fields as author, article title, 
journal name, etc.  The same limiters are available as in the 
Basic Search, as well as language and form/content type. 
 



THESAURUS: Using PscyInfo’s controlled vocabulary makes 
searching more exact.  The Thesaurus lists such terms and 
refers you to the preferred term, as with aptitude measures 
instead of ability tests. 
 
INDEXES:  The Indexes list all authors, author affiliations, 
corporate authors, journal titles, publishers, etc. in PsycInfo, 
along with the number of occurrences of each.  The Indexes are 
especially helpful when you do not have an author’s complete 
name.  To get an idea of how helpful Indexes might be, select 
Publishers and browse for Oxford to see all the variations on 
Oxford University Press.   
 
CITED REFERENCES:  Use this option to track references to 
authors, titles, and sources.  Use All Citation Fields for other 
topics.  Searching this field for City University of New York 
reveals 590 citations (as of September 2005).  Author citations 
include last name and first/first and second initial: revenson t a. 

FOLDER:  To add items to a folder, click the  icon beside the 
bibliographic record.  When you have finished searching and 
adding items to the folder, click View Folder to print, e-mail, or 
save the items to a disk.   
 
SAVING SEARCHES:  Whenever you see , a stable URL has 
been created for your search.  Use this URL to rerun your 
search. 
 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:  More useful resources in 
psychology can be found at  
library.gc.cuny.edu/research/psycholgy.asp. 
 
HELP:  Librarians at the reference desk on the second floor are 
eager to help you use PsycInfo effectively.   You may arrange 
instruction with the library’s liaison to your program listed at 
library.gc.cuny.edu/info/liasons.asp.  “Creating Accurate Search 
Statements” and additional guides are available at 
library.gc.cuny.edu/guides/guides.asp. 
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