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WHAT IS SCIENCEDIRECT?:  ScienceDirect offers the full text of 1,576 
journals from 1980 to the present, with some articles available before they 
are in print.   While this collection is strongest in computer science, 
mathematics, and the sciences, it provides dozens of titles in economics, 
education, linguistics, political science, psychology, and sociology.  The 
journals are primarily from Elsevier with others from such publishers as 
Pergamon.  While all ScienceDirect titles may be searched, only those to 
which either CUNY or SUNY subscribes are available as full text. The green 
subscribed-journal icon    indicates which are accessible in full text.  

 links citations in other databases, such as Academic Search 
Premier, to the ScienceDirect text. 
 
ACCESSING SCIENCEDIRECT: To access ScienceDirect, go to the Mina 
Rees Library’s Web site (library.gc.cuny.edu) and click the Databases link.  
ScienceDirect is available at most CUNY campuses.  Home access is 
explained at library.gc.cuny.edu/INFO/remote.asp. 
 
BROWSING: To discover which titles are available in a particular discipline, 
click the Journals button at the top of the Search screen.  Select 
Subscribed Journals in the Display box, by Subject in the Sort box, and 
click the Apply button.  Each broad category opens into more specific 
groups.  An alphabetical list is also available. 
 
SEARCHING: ScienceDirect’s basic search will automatically look for your 
search term(s) with the abstract, title, and keyword sections of a record.  If 
you receive too many results, change the search to one that looks at 
abstracts only or keywords only by using the drop-down menus on the 
search screen.  If you receive too few results, perform the search as a full-
text search that looks for your term(s) within the content of the available 
articles.  Because the database consists of over 1.5 million articles, full-text 
searches should generally not involve terms that are too broad (business, 
computers, government, psychology, etc.).  
 



Limit all searches to the broad subject category appropriate to your topic 
(mathematics, social and behavioral sciences, etc.), and select Subscribed 
Journals in the Source box. 
 
Use the advanced-search option to perform a more complicated Boolean 
search: women and psycholog* and research and (college* or universit* or 
academic or higher education).  As with most databases, the asterisk is the 
truncation symbol or wildcard. 
 
The default search is for content from 1995 to the present.  Change the 
Dates option to All Years when you want results before 1995. 
 
DISPLAYING RESULTS:  Once you have retrieved search results, you have 
several options for looking at them.  Click Summary Plus to see the 
bibliographic information, abstract, outline, and bibliography.  This option 
may be suitable when you wish to browse through several articles.  Click 
Full Text + Links to see the article in HTML format, with a linked outline for 
longer articles.  Click PDF to see the full text exactly as it appears in the 
original journal. 
 
PERSONAL PROFILE: Additional features are available by creating a 
personal profile.  Doing so allows you to run, modify, or delete a saved 
search; to have a search run automatically at a later date (click Save as an 
E-mail Alert); and maintain a personal journal list and a new-issues-alert 
list.  You can create a profile in two minutes.  If there are problems with 
your personal profile, send an e-mail to usinfo@sciencedirect.com. 
 
OTHER RESOURCES:  You can also find the full text of social science and 
science journals in Academic Search Premier, JSTOR, Kluwer Online, 
Project Muse, PsycArticles, and Wiley InterScience.  Other useful 
resources can be found at library.gc.cuny.edu/RESEARCH/subguide.asp. 
 
ADDITIONAL HELP: See the Mina Rees Library guide “Creating Accurate 
Search Statements” for guidance in carrying out effective searches.  This 
guide is also available at library.gc.cuny.edu/RESEARCH/boolean.asp. 
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