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Social Sciences Citation Index (SSCI) 
 
WHAT IS THE SOCIAL SCIENCES CITATION INDEX?:  SSCI  is a 
multidisciplinary database covering the journal literature of the social sciences.  It 
indexes over 1,700 journals spanning 50 disciplines, as well as covering relevant 
items from over 3,300 of the world's leading scientific and technical journals. 
 
SSCI also provides citation information that indicates where and how often an 
author or article has been cited in the literature.  The Graduate Center 
subscription provides access to SSCI from 1990 to the present.  
 
Use the    button to see if journal articles are available online, to 
determine if the journal is available in print form, or to request an article through 
interlibrary loan. 
 
ACCESSING SSCI:  SSCI is available anywhere within the Graduate Center by 
going to the library’s Web site (library.gc.cuny.ed) and clicking Databases.  For 
home access, see library.gc.cuny.edu/info/remote_gc.asp. 
 
SEARCHING SSCI:  Go up to the Select a search option area to choose the 
type of search you want to perform.   
 
1. General Search looks for articles on a specific topic, by author(s), or by 
source title.  
 
2. Cited Reference Search looks for articles that cite an author or an article.   
  
3. Advanced Search is used to create complex searches that employ Boolean 
operators (and, or, not) to combine search terms and specific fields.  Searches 
can be limited by language and document type.  Pull-down menus for setting 
limits are near the bottom of each search screen.  Fields that can be selected 
include Terms anywhere, Abstract, Author, Title, Journal Title, Subject, 
Reviewer, and Subjects.  Searches may also be limited by language or by 
document type.  Two particularly useful document type limits are Article and 
Book review. 
 
Only authors' last names and initials are included in the database.  To find 
articles by a specific author, enter the last name followed by one or more initials 



in the author box.  Use the truncation or wildcard symbol if you are unsure of the 
initials: o’brian cb or o’brian c* or obrian c*. 
Titles of source publications often appear in a highly abbreviated form.  To find 
the abbreviations of journals included in the database, use the full source titles 
list link next to the source title box. 
 
E-MAILING/PRINTING/SAVING RECORDS:  Individual records or lists of 
records can be saved, e-mailed, or exported using the Output Records box on 
the right of the screen.  Use the export function to use SSCI in conjunction with 
EndNote: library.gc.cuny.edu/database/endnote/endnote.asp. 
 
ADDITIONAL CITATION SOURCES: For information about the availability 
elsewhere, in print or online, of Social Sciences Citation Index, Arts and 
Humanities Citation Index, and Science Citation Index, see 
library.gc.cuny.edu/database/mrldatainfo.asp#citation. 
 
Use the  button in such EBSCO databases as Academic Search 
Premier, CINAHL, PsycBooks, and PsycInfo to find citations from sources within 
those databases. 
 
Other Guides: “Creating Accurate Search Statements,” “Finding Book Reviews,” 
guides to other databases, and more may be found at 
library.gc.cuny.edu/guides/guides.asp. 
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