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WILSON  WEB   
 

Applied Science Index              Art Full Text/Art Index 
Biography Index     Book Review Index 
Education Full Text         Essay and General Literature Index 
General Science Abstracts   Humanities Abstracts  
Library Literature     Readers’ Guide Abstracts 
Readers’ Guide Retrospective                        Social Sciences Abstracts 
 
These Wilson databases are available by going to library.gc.cuny.edu and clicking 
Databases.  They may be searched individually or in combination. 
Home access is explained at library.gc.cuny.edu/info/remote.asp. 
 
Art Full Text and Education Full Text offer the full text of some articles.  In other 
instances and for the rest of the Wilson databases, use the  button to 
determine if journal articles are available from a full-text database to which the 
library subscribes, to see CUNY’s holdings for the journal, and to make an 
interlibrary-loan request. 
 
Applied Science Index covers 350 periodicals in mathematics, computer 
technology, physics, and engineering from October 1983 to the present. 
 
Art Full Text indexes 410 journals, providing the full text of many beginning with 
1997.  Unlike the other databases listed here, Art Full Text is not available 
throughout CUNY. 
 
Art Index is Art Full Text without the text. 

 
Biography Index includes references to biographical material, such as interviews, 
obituaries, and bibliographies from over 3,000 periodicals and approximately 2,000 
books each year since July 1984. 
 
Book Review Digest provides excerpts from reviews of fiction and nonfiction in the 
humanities, social sciences, general sciences, and popular topics published in 
English since 1983.  General Science Abstracts, Humanities Abstracts, Readers’ 
Guide Abstracts, and Social Sciences Abstracts also index book reviews, as do 
Academic Search Premier and most full-text databases.  Please see the Mina Rees 
Library guide “Finding Book Reviews,” also available at 
library.gc.cuny.edu/research/bookreviews.asp. 
 
Education Full Text indexes education periodicals published since June 1983 and 
includes the full text of many articles published since January 1994.   
 
Essay and General Literature Index contains citations to essays in collections of 
mostly scholarly works and miscellaneous works published since 1984 in the United 



States, Canada, and the United Kingdom. More than 300 volumes are indexed 
annually. While there are no abstracts, complete contents of the volumes are listed.  
This resource indexes materials not indexed elsewhere. 
 
General Science Abstracts indexes scholarly and popular science periodicals 
published in the United States and the United Kingdom since 1983 with abstracts for 
articles published beginning in March 1993.   
 
Humanities Abstracts indexes scholarly, English-language periodicals published 
since 1983.  Use this resource to supplement Art Index, LLBA, MLA, and RILM. 
 
Library Literature indexes 220 periodicals as well as books and conference 
proceedings since 1984. 
 
Readers’ Guide Abstracts indexes popular periodicals published since 1983.   
 
Readers’ Guide Retrospective provides bibliographic citations only from 1890 to 
1982. 
 
Social Sciences Abstracts indexes scholarly English-language periodicals in the 
social sciences published since 1983.   
 
JOURNAL LIST: To see a list of journals available for indexing and abstracting, click 
InfoCenter.  When a popup screen appears, select Journal Directory and proceed to 
the screen where you select a database whose titles you wish to see.  Except for Art 
Full Text and Education Full Text, do not choose the full-text display option. 
 
SEARCHING:  Advanced Search is the default search screen for Wilson Web.  Enter 
your search term(s) and check the box(es) in front the database(s) you wish to 
search.  Scroll down for Social Sciences Abstracts.  You may search separate fields 
of a record such as abstract, author, document type, publisher, subject, article title, 
etc. but only after selecting a database.  To exclude book reviews, use the not 
operator and document type and select book review.  You may also limit by date and 
document type; do the latter if you wish to find only book reviews, film reviews, 
obituaries, etc.  You may also perform basic and browse searches and use the 
thesaurus to find appropriate subject headings. 
 
DISPLAYING RESULTS: The default display is the brief one.  To see the abstract of 
an article, click its title.  Click Customize Display for additional options.  The 
advanced search screen also allows you to sort results by relevance, date, author, 
article title, journal name, etc. 
 
ADDITIONAL HELP: Contact the reference desk (212-817-7077) on the second floor 
of the library or use the Ask a Librarian button on the library’s Web site to ask 
questions about using Wilson Web databases or any other library resource. 
 
OTHER GUIDES: “Creating Accurate Search Statements,” “Finding Book Reviews,” 
guides to other databases, and more may be found at 
library.gc.cuny.edu/guides/guides.asp. 
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